MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON

WEDNESDAY 14th JANUARY 2009
The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.00pm.  Three members of the public were in attendance and two District Councillors, these being Councillor S Balfour and Councillor R Molloy
Public session took place.  Issues raised were as follows;

Two members of the public asked if any further information had been received about the land adjacent to Sheepwalk Lane and next to Greystones.  Councillor R Askew explained that as of yet the Parish Council has not received anything further from the Warmfield Group since their last correspondence dated 9th December 2008 concerning this land.

Also the bad state of Sheepwalk Lane was raised.  One member of the public informed the meeting that he had personally cleared the lane of rabbit pelts and rubbish which had been fly tipped.  He said he has contacted WMDC Neighbourhood Action Team on numerous occasions and they have always responded.   He is still very disappointed that he has found paperwork with names and address amongst the rubbish but nothing has ever been done to stop the illegal tipping.  Both District Councillors have agreed to look into this matter on their behalf.

The same issue is happening at Shinwell Estate.  Both District Councillors agreed to look in this issue as well.     
The public session ended at 7.20pm and the Chairman opened the meeting
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UPC 133 Apologies

C Wheat - – other commitments
M Yeadell – other commitments
J Yeadell – other commitments
S Jolly - work
K Martin – other commitments
D Baddeley – other commitments
A Davies – other commitments
UPC 134 Declaration of Interest on items on the agenda
Resolved: Declarations of Interest were received from Cllrs R Johnson and M Ward.  They declared Personal Interests on item 4, ‘To discuss Parish Council funding the building of the shell to the new extension to the rear of the Rugby Club at Quarry Lane’.
UPC 135 To accept the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on the 10th December 2008, 
Resolved: That theses minutes be accepted as a true record
UPC 136 To discuss Parish Council funding the building of the shell to the new extension to the rear of the Rugby Club at Quarry Lane.

The Chairman informed the meeting that he has been and looked at the work which has already taken place on the extension.  He has already been negotiating with Wakefield District Housing about the possibility of them supplying the tradesmen to help with completing the construction. 
Resolved:  It was agreed to look into this further as to where the Parish Council can help.  It was also agreed to look into the lease terms if this project comes to fruition. This item is to be placed on both the agendas for the Finance and Village Hall Committee and the monthly Parish Council meeting.

UPC 137 Report from Finance and Village Hall Committee meeting held 8th January 2009 
A copy was supplied with the minutes
The Chairman opened the meeting at 6.08pm
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FC 49 Apologies 
    
J Yeadell – other commitments


       



M Yeadell – other commitments
FC 50 Declaration of Interest

Resolved:  No Declarations of Interest were received

FC 51 Approve minutes of Finance and Village Hall Committee meeting on the   4th December 2008.

Resolved: These minutes were agreed as a true record
FC 52 To discuss quote received to replace main doors to the Village Hall

Copy of the quote was sent with the agenda

Resolved: The Chairman to make enquiries about the possibility of funding that maybe available for this work.
FC 53 To discuss precept and make recommendations to the full Parish Council meeting on Wednesday 14th January 2009

A precept budget was sent with the agenda

Resolved: After a long discussion it was agreed to recommend that the precept be set at £100,000.00 due to various project work for 2009/10
FC 54 To inspect accounts 

Resolved:  All receipts and payments were approved.  

FC 55 Any other business concerning Finance and Village Hall matters which are not on the agenda but needs discussing prior to next Finance and Village Hall Committee meeting

The clerk informed the committee that a quote from British Gas had been received to replace the heater in the Council Chamber
Resolved:  All agreed the clerk to get other quotes

As there was no other business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.10pm and thanked everyone for their attendance.  The next meeting of the Finance and Village Hall Committee will be held on Thursday the 5th February 2009 at 6.00pm.

UPC 138 To discuss and agree precept requirement for 2009/10

Resolved:  To agree with the recommendation of the Finance and Village Hall Committee and agree the requirement for 2009/10 be set at £100,000.00 due to various projects for 2009/10
UPC 139 To review Standing Orders and Parish Councils expenses for Cllrs and Chairman
Copies of the Parish Councils Standing Orders were supplied with the minutes.  

Resolved:  No new additions or deletions were required.  The Chairman signed the Standing Orders.  It was agreed to discuss the Councillors and Chairman’s expenses in item 12 on the agenda 
UPC 140 Harewood Lane and School Street Allotments – Update
The clerk informed the meeting she had contacted the Parish Council’s solicitor to inform him that the Parish Council are now willing to sign for the ownership of both allotment sites and that contracts were now being prepared.
UPC 141 Report on Open Day for Rose Estate Playing Field and Upton Clinic

We had between 25 and 30 members of the public.   The verbal feed back on both subjects was very positive.  Only one person left their comments in writing for the possible purchase of Upton Clinic and they were concerned about the vandalism of the building when it’s unoccupied.  Two people left comments for Rose Estate playing field.  One was a positive response and in full agreement for the play equipment, the other was giving their concerns about the effect of surface water on the field.  

The clerk has contacted West Yorkshire Probation Service about the possibility of using their volunteer services to help with any clearing of debris which may have accumulated on the playing field.
Resolved:  It was agreed that the Parish Council also look at other possible projects in Upton and North Elmsall which this type of volunteer work could be carried out.  This to be placed on the agenda for the next monthly Parish Council meeting.  
UPC 142 To discuss possible sale of Parish Council tractor as requested at previous Parish Council meeting
Resolved: It was agreed that Cllrs S Hodson and R Askew look over the tractor which is currently stored at Quarry Lane Sports Ground
UPC 143 Winners of the Christmas Lights Competition 

Cllr B Graham nominated Mr and Mrs Farrow of Field Lane and Cllr E Clamp awarded Mr and Mrs Sturrock of Minsthope 
Resolved:  Each will receive a cheque for the amount of £25.00
UPC 144 To discuss and agree new allowances for Councillors and Chairman
Resolved:  All agreed to keep the same allowances for both Councillors and Chairman.
UPC 145 Financial Statement
Information was supplied with minutes

Resolved:  All payments and receipts were agreed.
UPC 146 Members Reports – for information only
Cllr T Pallett reported on the Sports Users meeting held on the 8th January 2009.  He informed the Parish Council of the total lack of changing facilities at the moment and that it would be a good idea to look into possible temporary solutions until the extension is complete on the Rugby Club.  Also that due to the large number of users which utilize the site it was suggested looking at enhancing the site to help alleviate the lack of space for training purposes. 
Resolved:  It was suggested that proposals be put together and brought to the next Parish Council meeting.
Cllr B Graham mentioned an article in the VOX Pop magazine which mentioned that the government has included over £750,000.00 funding for Parish and Town Councils 

Resolved:  The clerk to contact NALC about possible funding for the Parish Plan. 

Cllr R Askew informed the meeting that the stone at North Elmsall has now been sited.  

Cllr R Askew gave an update on the problems with foreign drivers which have been reported at Dale Lane Industrial Estate.  District Councillor R Molloy informed the Parish Council that he had raised this issue at the last Regeneration meeting at Wakefield.

Cllr Askew informed the Parish Council of the change of date for the Town and Parish Liaison Group meeting will now be held Wednesday 25 February 2009 at 2.00 pm in the Council Chamber, County Hall, Wakefield.  He requested that an item be placed on the agenda by the Parish Council.  This is to request that future meetings be held in various parts of the district and not just to be held at Wakefield.

Resolved: This was agreed.
UPC 147 Planning Matters  
List was supplied with minutes
APPLICATIONS

08/02748/FUL Sheepwalk Stores, Sheepwalk Lane, Upton, Upton.  Replacement of original store with extended storage/workshop are and associated works

08/03094/ADV 58 Ash Grove, South Elmsall.  Signage scheme (part externally illuminated)

08/03136/FUL  33 Hill Estate, Upton.  Single storey invalide bathroom extension to front

APPROVED

08/02998/FUL 19 Elder Drive, Upton. Two storey extension to rear

08/02594/FUL12A Main Street, Upton.  Alteration to condition 3 of planning permission 08/00710/FUL

REFUSED

08/02485/FUL Mutton Hall Farm, Great North Road, Wentbridge.  Replacement dwelling.
Resolved:  No objections were received
UPC 148 Correspondence

List was supplied with minutes

Rambler’s magazine.  Noted.
DVD from Minsthorpe High School Celebrating 2008.  Noted.
Doncaster MBC – Public Consultation for Doncaster Waste Strategy 2008.  Noted
WMDC Letter from Ian Wiper concerning a review of its role in Social Transport.  Noted 

Business Link – Business Bulletin.  Noted
Yorkshire Air Ambulance re thank you for donation received for Mr Horace Clarke.  Noted.
Request from D Tucker & Sons to use Rose Estate playing field to hold a fun fair.  It was agreed the clerk write to Mr Tucker and inform him that after consideration it was agreed not to take on Mr Tuckers request due to the water logged state of Rose Estate playing field. 
UPC 149 Private Business
Not required 

As there was no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.50 pm and thanked everyone for their contribution and attendance.   The next meeting of the Parish Council is March 11th 2009 commencing at 7.00 pm in the Village Hall
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