MINUTES OF THE   PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON

WEDNESDAY 11th NOVEMBER 2009
The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.00pm.  District Cllrs S Balfour and R Molloy were in attendance.  Two members of the public attended.
A public session was requested.  

Questions raised:

What was the cost to the Parish Council for a planning application on the ’72 acre site’ the old Upton pit site for the proposed development last year?

The clerk informed the member of public that there was no cost to the Parish Council.

The member of public asked that this be sent in writing to him.  

It was agreed that the clerk write to him.

What was the full cost of the donation to the Rugby Club? 

The Chairman responded “the Parish Council has donated £10,000.00 (not inc VAT) of building materials to help provide more shower and changing facilities which will allow more groups to use the facility at Quarry Lane”.
What was the Parish Council doing holding meetings in the Village Hall about the Rose Estate playing field?

The Chairman responded that no meetings had been held in the Village Hall but meetings have been taking place at Sutcliffe Play as the Parish Council has secured £120,000.00 of funding to provide new play equipment for both the School Street site and Rose Estate.

As there was no further questions the Chairman proceeded with the meeting at 7.10pm
Councillors Present

S Hodson - Chairman
R Johnson – Vice-chairman
E Clamp




K Martin 

B Graham 

A Davies
S Pallett
R Askew
L Pickin

UPC 95 Apologies

D Baddeley – attending another meeting
S Jolly - work
M Ward – holiday
The Chairman read out a letter received from Cllr S Jolly as to his absence from the Parish Council meetings.
In the circumstances the Parish Council were asked to agree that due to the inability of Cllr Jolly to attend meetings of the Parish Council because of his  work commitments, his apologies be approved for an initial period of six months as from the date of this meeting and be reviewed again thereafter.
Resolved:  All Cllrs present were in agreement 
UPC 96 Declaration of Interest on items on the agenda
Resolved: Personal declaration of interest were received from Cllrs R Johnson and A Davies on item 3A on the agenda ‘To agree to amend minute UPC 58 “To discuss and agree amount to donate to the extension to the Rugby Club for extra shower and changing facilities” 

Resolved:  It was agreed the Parish Council will allow under the Local Government (Misc. Prov.) Act 1976, s19, £10,000.00 not including VAT to purchase building materials, which will be donated to the Sports Users to help towards forming extra shower and changing facilities to allow more use of the site at  the Quarry Lane Sports Ground.

To read: Resolved:  It was agreed the Parish Council will allow under the Local Government (Misc. Prov.) Act 1976, s19, £10,000.00 not including VAT to purchase building materials, which will be donated to the Rugby Club to help towards forming extra shower and changing facilities to allow more use of the site at  the Quarry Lane Sports Ground.

UPC 97 To accept the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 14th October 2009 
Resolved: Agreed to amend minute UPC 78 to read Minsthorpe Community College and not Minsthorpe Community Centre.  That the Minutes for the meetings held 14th October 2009 having been circulated be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
It was agreed also to amend minute UPC 58 “To discuss and agree amount to donate to the extension to the Rugby Club for extra shower and changing facilities” 

Resolved:  It was agreed the Parish Council will allow under the Local Government (Misc. Prov.) Act 1976, s19, £10,000.00 not including VAT to purchase building materials, which will be donated to the Sports Users to help towards forming extra shower and changing facilities to allow more use of the site at  the Quarry Lane Sports Ground.

To read: Resolved:  It was agreed the Parish Council will allow under the Local Government (Misc. Prov.) Act 1976, s19, £10,000.00 not including VAT to purchase building materials, which will be donated to the Rugby Club to help towards forming extra shower and changing facilities to allow more use of the site at  the Quarry Lane Sports Ground.

UPC 98 To receive reports from District Councillors
Cllr S Balfour reported:

1. Cllr Balfour reported on the opening of the A1 link road on Tuesday 10th November 2009.  Cllr Balfour informed the meeting that she had asked the question about the lack of a footpath from Barnsdale Bar to the roundabout at Dale Lane.  Denise Jeffery would look at possible funding in the near future to fund a footpath.
2. Cllr Balfour also reported a request had been received from some residents at the Railway Cottages for lighting to show the entrance to the slip road leading to their premises.
The Chairman thanked Cllr Balfour for her advice and help with the planning application concerning the Harewood Lane allotment site.

Cllr R Molloy reported:
Cllr Molloy gave an update on a site meeting with Paul Platts from WMDC and the Butcher from High Street, Upton concerning the cultivation of a piece of land at the entrance of Field Lane off High Street.  Cllr B Graham also suggested that there is a piece of land which could be of interest to them which is situated at the entrance to Richmond Road and maybe this would be better area.  Cllr R Molloy would look at this.

Chairman requested a letter to be sent to Cllr J Martin about not receiving any report and that the public and the Parish Council were disappointed with the lack of information.

UPC 99 Report from Finance and Village Hall Committee meeting held 5th November 2009 

A copy was supplied with agenda
The Chairman opened the meeting at 6.10pm. 
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FC 41 Declaration of Interest

No Declaration of Interest were received 
FC 42 Approve minutes of Finance and Village Hall Committee meeting on 8th October 2009

Resolved: Agreed as a true record
FC 43 To inspect accounts

Resolved:  All receipts and payments were approved.  

FC  44 Any other business concerning Finance and Village Hall matters which are not on the agenda but requires discussing prior to next Finance and Village Hall Committee meeting
No issues were reported
As there was no other business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 6.45pm and thanked everyone for their attendance.  

Resolved; It was agreed to add to this report ‘it was discussed to invite Shaun Brumett to the next Finance and Village Hall Committee meeting to discuss grass cutting for next year’  All agreed with the report
UPC 100 To discus and agree to Stuart Saxton’s suggestion for work to be carried to help stop illegal entry onto Bullcarr Mires and Parish Council land 
A copy of the report was sent with the agenda

The Chairman read out the report from Stuart Saxton

I am looking at the possibility of making the site secure and stopping illegal access.  To help both the mires and the woodland would the parish council be happy with securing the entrances to the woodland along green lane and the south east corner.  After looking at installing a gate onto the mires it seamed to make more sense to secure both the mires and the woodland.

 

My initial thoughts would be to place large boulders at the south east corner and at the first two entrances along Green Lane.  At the end of Green Lane where the track bears off to the right, install fencing, vehicle gate, k barrier and possibly a horse style.

 

If possible this would be paid for through 106 money.  I would be very interested to hear the parish council’s thoughts on this.

Resolved:  The Parish Council agreed with this work and requested the clerk contact Stuart Saxon to offer any assistance he may require with this project and to suggest a site visit with Cllr S Pallett and S Hodson
UPC 101 To discuss possible action on the footpath at Beacon Drive leading on to Rose Estate playing field – Cllr S Hodson
Resolved:  To arrange a site visit with WMDC Footpaths Department 
UPC 102 To agree to quote for fencing for phase two of the Allotment site on Harewood Lane

Copy of quote was sent with the agenda
Resolved:  The quote was agreed.
UPC 103 Letter received from BT to adopt the red telephone kiosk in Wentbridge 
A copy of the letter was sent with the agenda
Resolved: It was agreed the clerk to write to BT for further information concerning costs and also to write to the residents in Wentbridge who reside within our boundary and ask for their comments
UPC 104 To discuss and agree how many more hanging baskets to purchase for next year’s display
Resolved: It was agreed to purchase a further eight baskets for next years display
UPC 105 Financial Statement
Copy was supplied with the agenda
Resolved:  All payments and receipts were agreed.
UPC 106 Members Reports 
Cllr A Davies reported on the bonfire at Quarry Lane.  She said about 2,000 people attended and that it was a great success
Cllr E Clamp reported on the SESKU bonfire at Minsthorpe and this event had also been a great success.

Cllr E Clamp thanked Ms Linda Fellows and the clerk for opening the Village Hall and serving refreshments on Remembrance Sunday for everyone who attended the service

Cllr S Pallett reported on a meeting with the Sports Users at Quarry Lane.  It was agreed at the meeting to allow Brookside Football Club use of the facilities
Cllr A Askew informed the Parish Council about the meeting of the Wakefield Branch of the Yorkshire Local Councils Association which will take place at the Grove on Thursday 12th November at 7.00pm
UPC 107 Planning Matters  
List supplied with the agenda

Spilt decision

09/01113/FUL 41 Bell Street, Upton, Two storey extension to rear and single storey extension to front.  

Withdrawn

09/01489/FUL Upton and North Elmsall Parish Council.  Allotment Gardens, Harewood Lane, Upton.  6no stables blocks and manure compound.

Approved

09/01714/TCA Rose Cottage, Great North Road, Wentbridge.  Notice of intention for T1 Sycamore fell T2 Sycamore fell

The Chairman explained as to why the Parish Council had to withdraw the planning application above and that the Parish Council were working with WMDC to resolve this issue.
Resolved: No objection were received
UPC 108 Correspondence
Letter received from Mr Widdowson 
Resolved: Clerk to write to Mr Widdowson
Minsthorpe Community College re Presentation Evening 3rd December - Chairman to attend
Doncaster MBC – Local Wildlife and Geological Sites - Noted
West Yorkshire Geology Trust – re Quarry Lane - Noted
YLCA  - Result from the election of a Parish Representative for the Standards Board - Noted
Country Air magazine - Noted
Communities and Local Government – re request for loan has been approved – place on agenda for next Parish Council meeting
Anthony Josephs Associates – re withdrawn planning application - Noted
As there was no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.15pm and thanked everyone for their contribution and attendance.   
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