MINUTES OF THE   PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON

WEDNESDAY 8th DECEMBER 2009
The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.03pm.  District Cllr R Molloy was in attendance and Cllrs S Balfour couldn’t attend due to illness and gave her apologies.  One member of the public attended.
A public session was requested.  

Questions raised:

Mr Boughen of 33 Bell Street spoke about his concerns about the lack of zebra crossing facilities through Upton.  The Parish Council explain that they have tried in the past to get more crossings through Upton but WMDC Highways feel that there isn’t enough traffic through Upton to warrant any further crossing.  He was advised to contact WMDC Highways department and our District Councillors, the clerk will also contact our District Councillors.
Mr Boughen also raised the issue of the lack of BT payphones in Upton and his concerns over the unsafe state of the phone box on School Street.  The clerk will contact BT over the phone box on School Street

Mr Boughen also had issues with the lack of youth facilities in Upton. Cllr S Hodson explained the situation at the moment with the Parish Council working with Suttcliffes and WMDC with the projects for Rose Estate playing field and the site at School Street. Cllr L Pickin suggested that he would work with Mr Boughen as he also is interested in youth issues 

As there was no further questions the Chairman proceeded with the meeting at 7.23pm
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UPC 109 Apologies

D Baddeley – attending another meeting
S Jolly – work
A Davies - illness

E Clamp - illness
T Pallett - working
UPC 110 Declaration of Interest on items on the agenda
Resolved: Personal declaration of interest were received from Cllrs R Johnson and M Ward on item 7 on the agenda ‘To discuss possibility of donating a new heater and possible cost of fitting for the Sports Users at the Rugby’ 

UPC 111 To accept the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 11th November 2009 
Resolved: That the Minutes for the meetings held 11th November 2009 having been circulated be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
UPC 112 To receive reports from District Councillors
Cllr R Molloy reported:
Cllr Molloy stated the bus stop on Field Lane outside Beacon House will not be removed as Metro had stated, but will now be replaced with a new one.
Cllr S Balfour had informed Cllr Molloy that she has not received any further information regarding the lighting problem at the Railway Cottages

UPC 113 Report from Finance and Village Hall Committee meeting held 3rd December 2009 

A copy was supplied with agenda
As the Chairman was presenting a trophy at Minsthorpe Communities College on behalf of the Parish Council the Vice-chairman opened the meeting at 6.00pm. 
Meeting with Shaun Brummitt regarding grass cutting issues.

Items raised:

Rose Estate playing field – It was agreed to hold a site visit with the Parish Council to look at the problem of WMDC not cutting edge to edge on this site

The Upton sign at New Lane requires overgrown shrubbery cutting back - Agreed to look at this

The old site where the Upton stone was sited at the top of Field Lane also requires substantive work to cut back all the overgrown grasses and bushes – Agreed to look at this.

The Parish Council requested that an email be sent to the clerk to inform the Parish Council when WMDC would be in Upton and North Elmsall cutting grass and to which areas would be done.  This was agreed

The Parish Council had received a £503.00 reimbursement due to the problems with the cutting of the grass on the Recreation Ground off Waggon Lane and asked about the possibility of further reimbursement for only having 14 cuts on their land and not the requested 17.  It was agreed to meet and discuss this further.

As there was no further items to discuss on the issue of grass cutting it was agreed to proceed with the meeting.  
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FC 46 Declaration of Interest

No Declaration of Interest were received 

FC 47 Approve minutes of Finance and Village Hall Committee meeting on 5th November 2009

Resolved: Agreed as a true record
FC 48 To discuss possibility of donating a new heater and possible cost of fitting for the Sports Users at the Rugby Club – Cllr S Hodson

As Cllr S Hodson was not in attendance this item could not be discussed but will be discussed at the full Parish Council meeting held on the 8th December 2009
FC 43 To inspect accounts

Resolved:  All receipts and payments were approved.  
FC  44 Any other business concerning Finance and Village Hall matters which are not on the agenda but requires discussing prior to next Finance and Village Hall Committee meeting
Cllr B Graham asked about the closure of the Village Hall during the Christmas break.

The Clerk informed the meeting that there are no bookings as from 23rd December until the 2nd January 2010.  It was agreed to close the Village Hall and that the staff be on call in case of emergency.

As there was no other business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 6.40pm and thanked everyone for their attendance.  

Resolved: The Chairman informed the meeting that a further meeting had been held and WMDC will come and do the extra work before the next growing season.  No questions were raised.
UPC 114 Further information received from BT re; adopting the red telephone kiosk in Wentbridge – see attached information

Copy of the information was sent with the agenda

The cost of adopting a Kiosk is £1.00. Once the contract has been signed and returned and MPAN numbers obtained and verified we will remove the telephony at no cost.

 

The only costs involved would be the electric supply to the kiosk and any subsequent maintenance costs to the kiosk.

 

BT currently pay an average of £17.00 - £20.00 per annum for the electricity supply to a kiosk, however, I would stress this should not be taken as an indication of the likely costs for the supplier for a single kiosk, your local supplier may charge a different amount

Resolved:  As there has been no response from residents of Wentbridge who reside in our boundary, Cllr R Askew volunteered to contact the Blue Bell Inn as the telephone kiosk is within its grounds and ask the owners if they would like the opportunity of adopting the kiosk.
UPC 115 To discuss possibility of donating a new heater and possible cost of fitting for the Sports Users at the Rugby Club – Cllr S Hodson

Resolved:  The Chairman reported that this issue had been resolved and the heater has now been repaired.
UPC 116 Ian Deigton – permission to act on behalf of the Parish Council when attending meetings concerning issues for Frickley Park

The clerk reported that she had requested further information from Mr Deighton but this has not been received
Resolved:  It was agreed to discuss this further when the information had been received.
UPC 117 To discuss and agree to final plans for equipment on Rose Estate playing field
Resolved: It was agreed to defer this to the next Parish Council meeting as no plans have been received.
UPC 118 Harewood Lane allotment site – To discuss and agree to cost of removal of waste soil from the area where the new fencing has been erected and place at the top of the site.  To discuss and agree to cost of forming a footpath on phase one.  To discuss and agree to the cost of removing the Japanese Knotweed
Resolved: It was agreed to the removal of the soil and to it being placed at the top of the site.  The cost of forming the footpath in phase one was also agreed.  It was agreed the clerk contact WMDC about the Japanese Knotweed and request they remove this free of charge.
UPC 119 Request to donate £75.00 to the Air Ambulance appeal instead of holding the annual Christmas lights competition – Cllrs R Johnson and B Graham

Resolved:  This was agreed

UPC 120 Ethical Banking – Cllr S Pallett
Cllr Pallett spoke about ethical issues with banking at Barclays Bank
Resolved:  It was agreed to get further information on the Co-operative Bank and discuss further when this information had been received.
UPC 121 Financial Statement
Copy was supplied with the agenda
Resolved:  All payments and receipts were agreed.
UPC 122 Members Reports 
Cllr R Askew requested that the Parish Council were made more aware of the Power of Well Being.
Resolved:  It was agreed that this issue be placed on the agenda for the next Parish Council meeting.

Cllr M Ward asked if the cost of holding the recent by-election had been received.  The clerk informed him that no costs had been received and it maybe the next financial year when the Parish Council receives them.
Resolved:  It was agreed that this be placed on the agenda when the costs arrive.

Cllr B Graham asked about a parish newsletter.  Cllr L Pickin will produce some costing for this
Cllr S Hodson reported on the Presentation Evening he attended at Minsthorpe Community College, he said it was a great success and an extremely pleasant event.

UPC 123 Planning Matters  
List supplied with the agenda

Applications

09/01991/FUL Walton Wood Cottage, Pontefract Road.  Extension to existing offices
Resolved: No objection were received
UPC 124 Correspondence
Ramblers Magazine - Noted
West Yorkshire Police Authority – Survey - Noted
WMDC – re (Speed limit) (no 9) 2009 order –Noted
As there was no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.06pm and thanked everyone for their contribution and attendance.   
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